
Baku- a city of three unpunished 
pogroms 
 

 

• For the last 85 years Armenian population in the capital of nowadays Azerbaijan—Baku faced 3 
pogroms, in 1905, 1918 and 1990. Death tall of these well-organized actions reached around 30.000.  

 

• At the beginning of the 20th century Armenians formed the third largest ethnic group in Baku next to 
Russians and Caucasian Tatars. Armenians made significant contribution to the economic and cultural 
development of the city. They also occupied prominent positions in the oil industry, controlling around 
35% of oil business in Baku. 

•In 1905 there were around 35.000 Armenians living in Baku. Prior the 1918 pogroms, Armenians 
population was 88673 inhabitants, excluding Armenian refugees and soldiers. Though 1918 pogroms killed 
some thousands of Armenians, in the Soviet period Armenians continued flourishing in Baku. By 1988 
there were around 250.000 Armenians living in Baku. 1990 pogrom of Armenians in Baku was the last one 
and put an end to centuries-old Armenian presence in the city. Today Armenian traces in Baku are erased. 
None of Armenian churches in the city survived except for one church, which is turned into a repository. 
There were two Armenian churches in the city prior to 1990, one was destroyed and another one was 
turned into a repository. 

 
 



The role of Armenians in the 
cultural and economic life of Baku 



“Haikakan Ashkharh” (Armenian World), Baku, 1877-78, editor and 
publisher Khoren Stepaneh (Stepan Stepanyan) 
 
Source: National Library of Armenia 

The first printed 
newspaper in Baku 



The first printed book in 
Baku 

The first printed book: “Hndkatsvots Antske Anmardabnak Kghzinerum” 
(The Life of the Indians in Uninhabited Islands) translated by Avag 
Grigorian (1872) 



The first library in Baku and the largest in the 
Caucasus 

 
Armenians founded the first Philanthropic organization (Armenian Philanthropic Society) in 1864. A few years later the first 
printing house (1870), library (1870) and the reading-hall (1880) were also founded by the organization and were located in 
the same building. Now the building is being used as the Presidential library of the Republic of Azerbaijan without even 
alluding to its Armenian past.  



 
A view of the Baku city where the Armenian cathedral is seen. Source: “Empire of the Romanovs” historic society. 

 
 



 
Baptism day. Armenian cathedral (1900-1910). Source: “Empire of the Romanovs” historic society 



The first chocolate factory in 
Baku was founded by Piliposian 
brothers. Their products were 
awarded 3 gold medals in 
different international festivals. 
 
 
“Ves Kavkaz” (The entire 
Caucasus) journal, 1903, ads 
section. 



 
The Mailov theatre (later became Azerbaijan’s State Academic opera and ballet theatre). The theatre was 

built by Mailov brothers, prominent representatives of the Armenian business community of Baku. The 
architect Nicolay Baev was also of Armenian origin. The latter worked as the Chief Engineer in Baku’s 

Municipal council starting from 1911. 



 
 Hospital clinic in Baku (1912) – architect Nicolay Baev 



 
Railway station of Baku (1912) – architect Nicolay Baev   



 
Melikovs’ trading house, 1900, Baku. Source:“House of the Romanovs” historical society 

 



A group of leading oil industry 
representatives in Baku. Starting from the 
left (front row): Mr. Tsaturov (former 
owner of some of the European petroleum 
companies’ properties), Mr. Max 
Schumacher (formerly connected with the 
Russian petroleum and liquid fuel 
company, and one of the most popular 
figures in Baku then), and Mr. S.I. Solomon, 
at the center of the left-hand table is Mr. 
Iretzki (former mayor of Baku), while the 
second to his left is Mr. Hagelin, behind 
whom (standing slightly to the left) is Mr. 
Abrahamovich, Mr. Tagiev, to whose left (at 
the center of the table) is Mr. Paul 
Gukassov (head of the Caspian and other 
companies and chairman of the Baku 
Petroleum producers’ association). The 
others on the right include such well-
known men as Mr. Manc to Mr. Feigel 
(Rothschilds), Mr Aramiants 
(Matnascheffs), Mr Garsoiev, Mr. Bonde, 
and on the extreme right (sitting) Mr 
Lazarev. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Armenian churches in Baku  
 

• There were 5 Armenian Apostolic Churches and one Armenian-Lutheran Church in Baku. 
The oldest one was St. Mariam Astvatsatsin (Holy Mother of God), erected in 1797-1799. 
The other churches were built in 19th and 20th centuries. None of the Armenian Churches 
in Baku survived to these days except for Church St. Gregory the Illuminator which still 
stands without a cross.  

 

• The biggest Armenian church was St. Thaddeus and Bartholomew Cathedral, established 
in 1911 by architect Hovhannes Kadjaznuni. The church was demolished in 1930 and a 
conservatory was erected in its place. 

 

• St. Mariam Astvatsatsin Church was located in Icherishehir district, next to Maiden 
Tower. In 1990 Baku municipality ordered removal of the Church dome, then replaced 
with a new dome according to the principles of Zoroastrian temples.  



Armenian church of Saint Gregory the Illuminator 
in Baku with a cross taken down. Nowadays. 
Source: Urek Meniashvili 

The crosses were removed from the dome and bell tower of the 
Church, ornamental doors were replaced with iron doors, and 
Armenian inscriptions were erased. St. Gregory the Illuminator 
retains its main structure, serving as a repository for the 
Administration of the President of Azerbaijan. 



Armenian pogroms in Baku in 1905 

• In February 1905 Caucasian Tatars (Azeris) organized three day 
pogroms of Baku Armenians. Around 200 Armenians were killed. 
 

• Another stage of Armenian pogroms lasted from August to October. 
However death tall is impossible to estimate. Simultaneously 
Armenian pogroms were organized in Nakhijevan, Shushi, Elizavetpol 
and other places in the Caucasus. 



 
Corpses of Armenians killed by Tatars. 
The picture was taken before burying 
ceremony. The source of the photo is 

“Baku: Invented History” by British 
journalist and founder of the 

“Petroleum World” journal, James 
Henry. 

Henry was an eyewitness of the 
Armenian pogroms of Baku in 

September, 1905. The original photo 
is kept in the Fund of The Armenian 

Genocide Museum-Institute. 



Bodies of the murdered Armenians near the Armenian church of Baku, 1905. The original photo is 
kept in the Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute. 



The house of Adamoffs (from a photo taken 2 days after 
the murder of the inmates). It was from the small balcony 

on the left that Adamoff fought the Tatars for 3 days. A 
few months before Adamoff was murdered, his brother, 

also a wealthy Armenian and one of the foremost oil men 
of the city, was shot dead and mutilated in the public 
gardens. The wiping out of the Adamoffs is one of the 
most thrilling chapters in the history of massacres of 

Armenians in Azerbaijan.   
 

Source:J.D. Henry, Baku: An eventful history, London 1905 



The remains of the bodies of the Tatosov family. French magazine La 
Grand Illustre, September 15, 1905. 



 
During the pogroms Tatars 
demolished the Armenian 

cultural sites, as well as 
houses and shops owned by 
Armenians. The burnt-down 

building shown in the 
photograph used to be 

owned by Armenians and 
was set to fire during the 

pogroms. The original photo 
is kept in the Fund of The 

Armenian Genocide 
Museum-Institute. 



 
Inside the burnt and looted Armenian church in Baku.  

The original photo is kept in the Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute. 



Armenians killed in the aftermath of the Tatar attack, 1905. Corpses of women and children are 
captured in the picture. The original photo is kept in the Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-

Institute. 



 
Armenians murdered during the pogroms in Baku, 1905. Source: J.D. Henry, Baku: An eventful 

history 



Armenians murdered during the attack carried out by Tartars. Corpses of women and children are 
captured in the picture. Source: J.D. Henry, Baku: An eventful history 



This tunnel was the scene of one of the most 
frightful atrocities in September. A number of 

Armenians sought refuge here but Tatars blocked 
up the entrance with wood and rubbish, soaked 

in petroleum and suffocated and burned them to 
death. The water of the Ramani lake flows by 

gravity through this tunnel into the Caspian sea. 
 
 

Source: J.D. Henry, Baku: An eventful history 



 
Burnt and mutilated corpses of Armenians after the atrocities in Baku. The original photo is kept in 

the Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute. 



1. Armenian nurse providing medial assistance to a victim. 
2. Armenians of Baku injured during the Tatar attacks, 1905. 

The original photo is kept in the Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute. 



Armenians of Baku injured during the Tatar attacks, 1905. 
The original photo is kept in the Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute. 



 
Armenians corpses, Baku, 1905.  

The original photo is kept in the Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute. 



 
Armenians murdered during the attacks carried out by Tatars, Baku, 1905. 

The original photo is kept in the Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute.  



Mutilated bodies of Armenians after the pogroms of 1905, Baku. The original photo is kept in the 
Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute.  



The house of Aslanyans, destroyed during the attack by Tatars, 1905, Baku. The original photo is 
kept in the Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute.  



 

Turkey’s offensive and pogroms of 
Armenians in Baku, 1918 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In July 1918 The Ottoman 'Islamic Army of the Caucasus'  
led by Nuri Pasha encircled Baku and in September 
Turkish forces conquered Baku. Local Tatars were set 
free to kill and loot Armenians for three days. Overall, 
Armenian persecutions lasted till November, when 
British troops entered the city. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Turkish army  entering  Baku. Source:  Website of the library of the 
Administration of the President of Azerbaijan.  



 
Turkish forces in Baku on the following day of the capture of the city (16.09.1918). Source: Website 

of the library of the Administration of the president of Azerbaijan 



Mezhlum Melik-Mezhlumyants and his 4 sons were brutally murdered during the Armenian pogroms of 1918. The boys were shot 
dead in front of their mom and sisters who found shelter at the Persian Consulate of Baku. The house of Melik-Mezhlumyants was 
looted. Source: The original is kept in National Archives of RA, “The pogroms of Armenians in Baku and Elizavetpol Governorates in 
1918-1920”, Collection of documents, Book 2. 



Death toll in Armenian Pogroms in 1918 

 

In the aftermath of Armenian Pogroms the Armenian National Council in Baku and the 
Investigative Commission headed by Bakshi Ishkanyan conducted an investigation through 
questionnaires to find out the death toll among Armenians.  
 
Prior to Turkish conquest Armenians population was  88673 inhabitants, excluding Armenian 
refugees and soldiers. 
 
Source: B.Ishkanyan “Horrors in Baku. Questionnaire based investigation of September 1918 
events” Tbilisi 1920.  



B.Ishkanyan “Horrors in Baku. Questionnaire based 
investigation of September 1918 events”, Tbilisi, 1920.  
 
 



 
The number of Armenians in Baku as of September 14, 1918 



The number of Armenian 
refugees from Baku 

 

Table is based on questionnaires of 1918.  
 
After 15 September 35% of Armenians left 

Baku (31.293 people) 

57.380 Armenians remained in Baku 



Death toll among Armenians in 1918 Baku Pogroms. 

According to Bakshi Ishkanyan’s Commission’s investigation for three days about 9.000 people 
were killed in Baku. The names list includes 5248 people, in addition to Armenian refugees 
from Shamaki and Gekchi. 
 
Death toll of three day pogroms September 15-18 (names list)- 5248 

Male 3763 

 Female1485 

Children- 681 

Disappeared- 3572 

Hostages - 4246 

Death toll in slavery 2972 
Death toll in 3 months - 8139 (including epidemics) 
 In totality death toll is 23.314, including those killed, disappeared, perished in slavery and 

epidemics. 



The third Armenian Pogrom in Baku. January 
1990.  

From 13 to 19 January 1990 Baku witnessed massive, well organized Armenian 
pogroms. By January 1990, 35.000-40.000 Armenians out of 250.000 remained in 
Baku, mostly elderly and ill. The bulk of them left the country after the Armenian 
pogroms committed in Sumgait and other cities of Azerbaijan in 1988. Most of them 
were deprived of all their property. 
 
Death toll in Baku pogroms reached from 300 to 400 people. Many more died later 
on because of injuries. The exact number of victims is hard to estimate. 



Map of the Armenian pogroms in Baku, 1990 – the map is based on the accounts of the 
eyewitnesses and victims of Baku pogroms  



 
The inscription on the building “An Armenian lives here”. Author: K 

Martens, January 1990. 



• The pogroms were triggered by extremists of the National Front and 
Soviet Azerbaijani authorities. Pogroms ceased only on January 20 
when the Soviet troops entered the city. 

• Surviving Armenians left for Turkmenistan (Krasnovodsk). 

• Pogroms were well-organized: the looters had maps and the 
addresses of Armenians. 



 
Incomplete list of the Armenians killed in Baku in January, 1990. 

Source: Karabakhrecords.info 



 
Incomplete list of the Armenians killed in Baku in January, 1990. 

Source: Karabakhrecords.info 

 



 
Incomplete list of the Armenians killed in Baku from May to December, 1989. 

Source: Karabakhrecords.info 

 



      In the book “Armenians in Baku” Irina Movsesova describes 
the mechanism of organizing and committing the pogroms:  

 

• Making detailed maps which indicate the districts with dense 
Armenian population.  

• Large scale anti-Armenian propaganda in mass media, started 
by the bulk of Azerbaijani intellectuals. 

• Cases of attacks, beating, torture and killing of citizens of 
Armenian origin in the streets of Baku and in public 
transportation 

• Non-response by housing and communal services, police and 
ambulance to the reports and emergency calls made by 
Armenians.  

According to eyewitnesses, the killings were carried out by 
particular cruelty. The perpetrators didn’t pay attention to the 
age and sex of the victims.  



 
Photographs of the victims of the Armenian pogroms in Baku.1990 Source: Karabakhrecords.info etc. 

 



 
Death certificate of a victim of Baku pogroms. Cause of death – 

strangulation. 



 
Death certificate of a victim of Baku pogroms. Cause of death – 

traumatic brain injury. 

 



 
Death certificate of a victim of Baku pogroms. Brutally  killed in his own 

apartment.  

 



 
Death certificate of a victim of  Baku pogroms. Cause of death – fraction 

of the skull and thorax. 

 



Death certificate of victims of Baku pogroms. The couple was murdered 
during the atrocities in Baku, on 13 January, 1990. 

 



 
Death certificate of a victim of Baku pogroms. Cause of death - brain 

hemorrhage. 



 
Death certificate of a victim of Baku Pogroms (died in Armenia). Cause 

of death - head injuries incompatible with life. 

 



 
Refugees from Baku. Source: Karabakhrecords.info 

 



 
Armenian refugees from Baku in Krasnovodsk, Turkmenistan. 

Source: Karabakhrecords.info 



International Reaction 

• On January 18, 1990 a group of American senators 
sent a letter to Gorbachev, expressing concern over 
Armenian Pogroms in Baku and urging reunification 
of Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia.  

• On 18 January 1990 the European Parliament 
adopted a resolution on situation in Armenia, 
calling on the European Council and Commission to 
help Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh. It also 
condemned anti-Armenian pogroms in Baku. 



 
Open letter by 133 human rights defenders to the International community 



The EU Parliament Resolution on situation in Armenia, 1990 



 
A Refugee card of an Armenian family from Baku, who arrived in 

Armenia. 



 
 

Krasnovodsk City Executive Committee confirms  Zh. Musaelyan’s trasfer as a refugee 
from Baku. 

 


