Baku- a city of three unpunished
pogroms

* For the last 85 years Armenian population in the capital of nowadays Azerbaijan—Baku faced 3
pogroms, in 1905, 1918 and 1990. Death tall of these well-organized actions reached around 30.000.

* At the beginning of the 20t century Armenians formed the third largest ethnic group in Baku next to
Russians and Caucasian Tatars. Armenians made significant contribution to the economic and cultural
development of the city. They also occupied prominent positions in the oil industry, controlling around
35% of oil business in Baku.

*In 1905 there were around 35.000 Armenians living in Baku. Prior the 1918 pogroms, Armenians
population was 88673 inhabitants, excluding Armenian refugees and soldiers. Though 1918 pogroms killed
some thousands of Armenians, in the Soviet period Armenians continued flourishing in Baku. By 1988
there were around 250.000 Armenians living in Baku. 1990 pogrom of Armenians in Baku was the last one
and put an end to centuries-old Armenian presence in the city. Today Armenian traces in Baku are erased.
None of Armenian churches in the city survived except for one church, which is turned into a repository.
There were two Armenian churches in the city prior to 1990, one was destroyed and another one was
turned into a repository.



The role of Armenians in the
cultural and economic life of Baku



The first printed
newspaper in Baku

“Haikakan Ashkharh” (Armenian World), Baku, 1877-78, editor and
publisher Khoren Stepaneh (Stepan Stepanyan)

Source: National Library of Armenia




\

sauranrng | Thefirst printed book in

1 Baku

L lhii‘l{l:

T UL PP ol 9200

fdrenp %J‘m.:t m—-pfr—i

The first printed book: “Hndkatsvots Antske Anmardabnak Kghzinerum”
(The Life of the Indians in Uninhabited Islands) translated by Avag
Grigorian (1872)
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The first library in Baku and the largest in the
Caucasus

Armenians founded the first Philanthropic organization (Armenian Philanthropic Society) in 1864. A few years later the first
printing house (1870), library (1870) and the reading-hall (1880) were also founded by the organization and were located in

the same building. Now the building is being used as the Presidential library of the Republic of Azerbaijan without even
alluding to its Armenian past.



A view of the Baku city where the Armenian cathedral is seen. Source: “Empire of the Romanovs” historic society.
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Baptism day. Armenian cathedral (1900-1910). Source: “Empire of the Romanovs” historic society



The first chocolate factory in
Baku was founded by Piliposian
brothers. Their products were
awarded 3 gold medals in
different international festivals.

“Ves Kavkaz” (The entire
Caucasus) journal, 1903, ads
section.
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B'E BAKY.
3A CBON M3IBJIIA BRICOROTO RAYTECTBA

halpaea yaocToRHa TPENA JOAOTHINH MERAARAMA.

Clennpaso Bk DR3Py,

. EANSCTBCHROR ADANSDOADTED K fabarah BOlCawYh COpTARD WOKOMES,
) LIOKONATE-MHHBORE » WIOKDNATHBIXE HONGEHTORY:
TAKME HAPAMEJIH VIFULLIHXs COPTOBT,
R NpOINIS HOEIETEPCHEAXT HaAsmid.
JAKA3LL, waws MBCTHBIE, taxe 1 HHOUOPOHIE,

HCMOAEAWTCA TOYHO H ARKYPATEO.
MNpefck-KYPaEHTS N0 TpefoBAHIKW BHICEIAETCA 0eanIaTHO.

Padpura wa Hapantuwnoli va., coferw. nowy Nt o121, Marasuws wa Mapseckofl vo—aoms MNe 8.
Teaeghons ghadpunn N 3737, wacaswne—N 303,

Agpeon o Tederpass Baxy, SEEEDTOCLANTE.

[Fabrique de chocolat PHILIPPOCIANTZ FRERES
a BACOU (CAUCASE)

I'abrique 4 recu trois medailles. d'or pour ses éxellantes préparation de chocolat et les autre produits
de Banbons.
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The Mailov theatre (later became Azerbaijan’s State Academic opera and ballet theatre). The theatre was
built by Mailov brothers, prominent representatives of the Armenian business community of Baku. The
architect Nicolay Baev was also of Armenian origin. The latter worked as the Chief Engineer in Baku’s
Municipal council starting from 1911.
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Hospital clinic in Baku (1912) — architect Nicolay Baev



Railway station of Baku (1912) — architect Nicolay Baev



Melikovs’ trading house, 1900, Baku. Source:“House of the Romanovs” historical society
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A group of leading oil industry
representatives in Baku. Starting from the
left (front row): Mr. Tsaturov (former
owner of some of the European petroleum
companies’ properties), Mr. Max
Schumacher (formerly connected with the
Russian petroleum and liquid fuel
company, and one of the most popular
figures in Baku then), and Mr. S.I. Solomon,
at the center of the left-hand table is Mr.
Iretzki (former mayor of Baku), while the
second to his left is Mr. Hagelin, behind
whom (standing slightly to the left) is Mr.
Abrahamovich, Mr. Tagiev, to whose left (at
the center of the table) is Mr. Paul
Gukassov (head of the Caspian and other
companies and chairman of the Baku
Petroleum producers’ association). The
others on the right include such well-
known men as Mr. Manc to Mr. Feigel
(Rothschilds), Mr Aramiants
(Matnascheffs), Mr Garsoiev, Mr. Bonde,
and on the extreme right (sitting) Mr
Lazarev.



Armenian churches in Baku

* There were 5 Armenian Apostolic Churches and one Armenian-Lutheran Church in Baku.
The oldest one was St. Mariam Astvatsatsin QHon Mother of God), erected in 1797-1799.
The other churches were built in 19t and 20 centuries. None of the Armenian Churches
in Baku survived to these days except for Church St. Gregory the llluminator which still
stands without a cross.

* The biggest Armenian church was St. Thaddeus and Bartholomew Cathedral, established
in 1911 by architect Hovhannes Kadjaznuni. The church was demolished in 1930 and a
conservatory was erected in its place.

e St. Mariam Astvatsatsin Church was located in Icherishehir district, next to Maiden
Tower. In 1990 Baku municipalitx ordered removal of the Church dome, then replaced
with a new dome according to the principles of Zoroastrian temples.
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Armenian church of Saint Gregory the llluminator
in Baku with a cross taken down. Nowadays.
Source: Urek Meniashvili

The crosses were removed from the dome and bell tower of the
Church, ornamental doors were replaced with iron doors, and
Armenian inscriptions were erased. St. Gregory the llluminator
retains its main structure, serving as a repository for the
Administration of the President of Azerbaijan.



Armenian pogroms in Baku in 1905

* In February 1905 Caucasian Tatars (Azeris) organized three day
pogroms of Baku Armenians. Around 200 Armenians were killed.

* Another stage of Armenian pogroms lasted from August to October.
However death tall is impossible to estimate. Simultaneously
Armenian pogroms were organized in Nakhijevan, Shushi, Elizavetpol
and other places in the Caucasus.



Corpses of Armenians killed by Tatars.
The picture was taken before burying
ceremony. The source of the photo is
“Baku: Invented History” by British
journalist and founder of the
“Petroleum World” journal, James
Henry.
Henry was an eyewitness of the
Armenian pogroms of Baku in
September, 1905. The original photo
is kept in the Fund of The Armenian
Genocide Museum-Institute.



Bodies of the murdered Armenians near the Armenian church of Baku, 1905. The original photo is
kept in the Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute.



THI HOME OF THE ADAMOFFS (FROM A PHOTO TAKEN TWD DAYS AFTER THE MURDER

OF ‘THE INHATEE}. IT WAS FROM THE S5MALL RBALCONY ON THE LEFT THAT

FOUGHT THE TARTARS FOR THREE DAYS, A FEW MONTHS BEFORE
ADAMOFF WAS MURDEREDR, HIS
Or THE FOREMOST QIL MEN OF THE CITY, WAS SHOT
IN THE PUBLIC GARDENS.

MOST THRILLING CHAPTLERS IN THE HISTORY OF THE MASSACRES.

EROTHER, ALS0 A WEALTHY ARMENIAN AND

DEAD AND MUTILATED

THE WIFING OUT OF THE ADAMOFFS 15 ONE OF THE

The house of Adamoffs (from a photo taken 2 days after
the murder of the inmates). It was from the small balcony
on the left that Adamoff fought the Tatars for 3 days. A
few months before Adamoff was murdered, his brother,
also a wealthy Armenian and one of the foremost oil men
of the city, was shot dead and mutilated in the public
gardens. The wiping out of the Adamoffs is one of the
most thrilling chapters in the history of massacres of
Armenians in Azerbaijan.

Source:J.D. Henry, Baku: An eventful history, London 1905
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The remains of the bodies of the Tatosov family. French magazine La
Grand lllustre, September 15, 1905.



During the pogroms Tatars
demolished the Armenian
cultural sites, as well as
houses and shops owned by
Armenians. The burnt-down
building shown in the
photograph used to be
owned by Armenians and
was set to fire during the
pogroms. The original photo
is kept in the Fund of The
Armenian Genocide
Museum-|Institute.




Inside the burnt and looted Armenian church in Baku.
The original photo is kept in the Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute.



Armenians killed in the aftermath of the Tatar attack, 1905. Corpses of women and children are
captured in the picture. The original photo is kept in the Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-
Institute.



DEAD ARMENIANS.

Armenians murdered during the pogroms in Baku, 1905. Source: J.D. Henry, Baku: An eventful
history
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Armenians murdered during the attack carried out by Tartars. Corpses of women and children are
captured in the picture. Source: J.D. Henry, Baku: An eventful history



THIS TUNXNNEL WAL THE SCENE OF ONE OF THE MOST FRIGHTFUL ATROCITIES IN
SEPTEMBER. I¥ IT A NUMBER OF ARMENIANS S50UGHT HREFUGE, BUT TARTARS
BLOCKED UP THE ENTRANCE WITH WOOIr AN} RUBRISH S0AKED IN FETROLEUM ARD
SUFFOCATED AND BURNED THEM To DEATH. THE WATER ©OF THE RAMANI LAKE
FLOWS BY GRAVITY THREOUGH THIS TUNNEL INTO THE CASPIAN SEA.

This tunnel was the scene of one of the most
frightful atrocities in September. A number of
Armenians sought refuge here but Tatars blocked
up the entrance with wood and rubbish, soaked
in petroleum and suffocated and burned them to
death. The water of the Ramani lake flows by
gravity through this tunnel into the Caspian sea.

Source: J.D. Henry, Baku: An eventful history



Burnt and mutilated corpses of Armenians after the atrocities in Baku. The original photo is kept in
the Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute.



1. Armenian nurse providing medial assistance to a victim.
2. Armenians of Baku injured during the Tatar attacks, 1905.
The original photo is kept in the Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute.




Armenians of Baku injured during the Tatar attacks, 1905.
The original photo is kept in the Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute.



Armenians corpses, Baku, 1905.
The original photo is kept in the Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute.



Armenians murdered during the attacks carried out by Tatars, Baku, 1905.
The original photo is kept in the Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute.



Mutilated bodies of Armenians after the pogroms of 1905, Baku. The original photo is kept in the
Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute.



The house of Aslanyans, destroyed during the attack by Tatars, 1905, Baku. The original photo is
kept in the Fund of The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute.



Turkey’s offensive and pogroms of
Armenians in Baku, 1918



In July 1918 The Ottoman 'Islamic Army of the Caucasus'
led by Nuri Pasha encircled Baku and in September
Turkish forces conquered Baku. Local Tatars were set
free to kill and loot Armenians for three days. Overall,
Armenian persecutions lasted till November, when
British troops entered the city.



Website of the library of the

. Source

Turkish army entering Baku

Administration of the President of Azerbaijan



Turkish forces in Baku on the following day of the capture of the city (16.09.1918). Source: Website
of the library of the Administration of the president of Azerbaijan



PACCKA3 NOCTPAABILEN MENUK-MEXNYMAHL, OB YBMHCTBE
EE MYJA, CbIHOBEW, OrPABNIEHMM EE KBAPTHPbDI 16 U 18
CEHTABPS 1918 I'. B BAKY W O NOMOLWM NEPCUACKOIO KOHCYNA

[Komey cenvabpsn], 1918 r.
baxy

CumMTalo HYWHbIM B HECKONBKMX CNAOBAX ONWCaTe BCE TO, NTO NMPOHIOWND C MYMKEM
MOWM W MOWMM YeTbIDbMA CuiHOBEAMKM 16 M 18 centabpa cero 1918 ropa, yrobh!l noxasarts
KaK BENHKO HECHACTHe, NOCTHIUeE MEHR W MOMX ABYX BECNOMOLMHLIX AOveper W Kax Brin
paspylied NOAABEMH NoosMH = IBEDAMM - OHar W Yronox CEME‘G‘HG!D CYacTbhf Halwero, Co-
INAHHBIA YNOPHLIM COPOKONETHHM TPYAOM TRYMEHWKAE MYy#a MOEro Mexinyma Menux-Mex-
AYMBHLA, OAHOMD W3 CAMBIX NEPELIX OYMCTHTENbHLIX MACTEDOB HA KePOCHHOBLIX 3aBOpax
YepHoro ropoga. ;

B pockpecense yTpom B B uacos yTpa mbl CO BCEM CEMEWCTBOM OTNPABHAWCL Ha
NPUCTaHb, HO HE HAXOMA MECTO Ha napoxope, sepHynucs obpatho gomod. Kapaynbiyuku
3aB0fla, TATApbl, CKA3ANIM HaM, YTO OHW Hac cnacyT, Hac scex cnpaTank noa KyBamu, a My
ocTanca Ha Ksaptupe. B nodefennHMk YTPOM OfHH W3 KapaynbliMKOB-TaTap npHlien Ko
MHE M NPOCKN BLIKYN 33 MYXa, FOBOPA, MTO MY Ha ynWue u ero ybusaor, Tpebyn gewer.
otpana emy 3000 pybneii, wo, yBbl, Myxa Moero ywe He Goino & wuesi. Bo sTopuuk yrpom
wacos 8 7 Wiw B ouH W3 cropowed ckasan: “Mui sac Gonbwe e Byaem npatate, BuganHM
TaTapaM-TypKam, fiakTe Ham neser”. fl oraana emy nocneguue chepemennn COPOKONETHEro
TpyweHuka - 4000 pybneit. Monyuus gewsru, cropowa B 10 Yacos yTpa nozsanu c ynuusl
Typxo-tatap. Tarapel B xonwuectse 25 yenoBex OTHICKANH HAC M BoIBENW Ha YAWLY. Tyr Ha
HAUWWX FAasax PacCTPeNANM MOMX CHIHOBEH, 3aTeM BIAE Y MOWX AOuepex KPecTbl C Uenod-
KAMM, HAC BEMW HEM3BECTHO KYAA, HA QOpOre HABCTPeYy BbilNa APYram Toana Typro-Tatap,
KOTOpaR CKasana Befyllen Ham Tonne: “JakMoued MHP C apMAHAMKM M NOTOMY MycTuTe wx".
Takum obpa3om A C ABYMA fowepsmu Bbina wmu otnyiexa. Mst noBoRAnMce NOWTH AOMOH,
OTAPABHAKCE K NEPCHACKOMY KOHCyny. MNepeHoueBaB BTOPHMK ¥ HOHCYNE, B CPeRy KoHCYA
aan 2 YenoBexa, B CONPOBOMMEHWM KOTOPBIX % OTNpasWnack AOMOA B YepHbid ropom, co-
Gpana xOnoAHLIe TPYME MOMX NOrMBLWKX BO WUBETE NeT HOWeR, BIANA AOMOH, 3anepna Mx
TaM, a CaMa C 3THMM MOAbMM npHiuna obpatHo B8 KoHCyNbCTBO. B cpeay, koraa A npuwna
AOMO#i, HA KEAPTHMDE HWYEro He HaWna, BCR 0BCTAHOBKA M AOMALIHHWE BELM Bbiny noxuue-
Hibd MMM,

AW PA, . 223, on.1, A.118, n.15 0b. NoanurHuk. Pykonuce.

Mezhlum Melik-Mezhlumyants and his 4 sons were brutally murdered during the Armenian pogroms of 1918. The boys were shot
dead in front of their mom and sisters who found shelter at the Persian Consulate of Baku. The house of Melik-Mezhlumyants was

looted. Source: The original is kept in National Archives of RA, “The pogroms of Armenians in Baku and Elizavetpol Governorates in
1918-1920”, Collection of documents, Book 2.



Death toll in Armenian Pogroms in 1918

In the aftermath of Armenian Pogroms the Armenian National Council in Baku and the
Investigative Commission headed by Bakshi Ishkanyan conducted an investigation through
questionnaires to find out the death toll among Armenians.

Prior to Turkish conquest Armenians population was 88673 inhabitants, excluding Armenian
refugees and soldiers.

Source: B.Ishkanyan “Horrors in Baku. Questionnaire based investigation of September 1918
events” Thilisi 1920.



BEAMKIE YHACbI Bb [OP. BAKY, B.Ishkanyan “Horrors in Baku. Questionnaire based

AWKETHOE W3cABAOBaKie cewTROpCKMIL CcoOuiTiR 1918 r. investigation of September 1918 events”, Thilisi, 1920.
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" Yucao w npoueHTs

Tanrnnunpa A
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APMAHCHNX D ceMeHCTED N MXD Y1eHOBD NO YYACTHAMD .

Yuecao wae- OpomenTs

YyacThM q::::: P:m nows, apusu- | Hponents caenons ap-

eores | meforms | PTOROT N ey
| yuacTORD 606 2,224 2,66 2,60

| - 50 152 0,22 017 |

m ., 86 323 0,38 0,37
IV A o7 395 0,43 0,44
X » 1,267 5,122 5,569 5,78
n = 1,800 1,219 £,34 8,14
1 | 4214 16.670 18,58 18,80
vih 8,599 33,393 38,00 37,67
X 4,789 19,112 21,13 21,55
X . 519 2,019 2,30 2,28
Basaxaai 415 1,535 1,82 1,73
Cyubman. ya 130 509 0,56 0,57
Beero. .| 22,602 88,673 100,00 100,00

The number of Armenians in Baku as of September 14, 1918



Yucno w npouents GEmaswmMXb No yyacTHamb.

Taonmnmnua C

UHCA0 AP |yeno 6g-| 'Moao | Ipouewrs | Mponents
YYyacTKRH | smanckaro oeTan- | Obmap- ooTan-
Hacexenis | FAPIIED | pyven WHED MIMXCH
1 yuaor. . 2224 885 1339 | 39,08 | 60,92
| [ 1562 41 111 | 26,08 | 73,02
11 G- 328 75 248 | 23,22 | 76,78
v 396 158 242 | 88,73 | 61,27
¥ . 6122 1888 3284 | 36,86 | 63,14
Vi o, 7219 2083 4236 | 41,32 | 58,68
Y 16670 6034 | 10736 | 85,66 | 64,34
vl o, .| 33393 | 11100 | 22208 | 83,24 | 66,76
X 441 19113 6348 | 12764 | 33,11 66,89
X w0 2019 1057 962 | 52,35 | 47,66
Baraxanm 15636 708 827 | 46,12 | 58,88
Cwbman, ya, 509 121 388 | 28,77 | 76,23
Beero. .| 88673 | 312903 | 57380 | 35,20 | 64,71

The number of Armenian
refugees from Baku

Table is based on questionnaires of 1918.

» After 15 September 35% of Armenians left
Baku (31.293 people)

» 57.380 Armenians remained in Baku



Death toll among Armenians in 1918 Baku Pogroms.

According to Bakshi Ishkanyan’s Commission’s investigation for three days about 9.000 people

were killed in Baku. The names list includes 5248 people, in addition to Armenian refugees
from Shamaki and Gekchi.

» Death toll of three day pogroms September 15-18 (names list)- 5248
» Male 3763

» Female1485
» Children- 681
» Disappeared- 3572
» Hostages - 4246
» Death toll in slavery 2972
» Death toll in 3 months - 8139 (including epidemics)

» In totality death toll is 23.314, including those killed, disappeared, perished in slavery and
epidemics.



The third Armenian Pogrom in Baku. January
1990.

From 13 to 19 January 1990 Baku witnhessed massive, well organized Armenian
pogroms. By January 1990, 35.000-40.000 Armenians out of 250.000 remained in
Baku, mostly elderly and ill. The bulk of them left the country after the Armenian
pogroms committed in Sumgait and other cities of Azerbaijan in 1988. Most of them
were deprived of all their property.

Death toll in Baku pogroms reached from 300 to 400 people. Many more died later
on because of injuries. The exact number of victims is hard to estimate.



- KAPTA APMSIH,
BAKY, 13-19 AHBAPS 1990 r,

—
Map of the Armenlan pogroms in Baku, 1990 — the map is based on the accounts of the
eyewitnesses and victims of Baku pogroms



The inscription on the building “An Armenian lives here”. Author: K
Martens, January 1990.




* The pogroms were triggered by extremists of the National Front and
Soviet Azerbaijani authorities. Pogroms ceased only on January 20
when the Soviet troops entered the city.

e Surviving Armenians left for Turkmenistan (Krasnovodsk).

* Pogroms were well-organized: the looters had maps and the
addresses of Armenians.
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Incomplete list of the Armenians killed in Baku from May to December, 1989.

Source: Karabakhrecords.info



In the book “Armenians in Baku” Irina Movsesova describes
the mechanism of organizing and committing the pogromes:

* Making detailed maps which indicate the districts with dense
Armenian population.

e Large scale anti-Armenian propaganda in mass media, started
by the bulk of Azerbaijani intellectuals.

* Cases of attacks, beating, torture and killing of citizens of
Armenian origin in the streets of Baku and in public
transportation

* Non-response by housing and communal services, police and
ambulance to the reports and emergency calls made by
Armenians.

According to eyewitnesses, the killings were carried out by
particular cruelty. The perpetrators didn’t pay attention to the
age and sex of the victims.




Photographs of the victims of the Armenian pogroms in Baku.1990 Source: Karabakhrecords.info etc.
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Death certificate of a victim of Baku pogroms. Cause of death —
strangulation.
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Death certificate of victims of Baku pogroms. The couple was murdered
during the atrocities in Baku, on 13 January, 1990.
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Death certificate of a victim of Baku pogroms. Cause of death - brain
hemorrhage.
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Death certificate of a victim of Baku Pogroms (died in Armenia). Cause
of death - head injuries incompatible with life.



Refugees from Baku. Source: Karabakhrecords.info



Armenian refugees from Baku in Krasnovodsk, Turkmenistan.
Source: Karabakhrecords.info



International Reaction

* OnJanuary 18, 1990 a group of American senators
sent a letter to Gorbachev, expressing concern over
Armenian Pogroms in Baku and urging reunification
of Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia.

* On 18 January 1990 the European Parliament
adopted a resolution on situation in Armenia,
calling on the European Council and Commission to
help Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh. It also
condemned anti-Armenian pogroms in Baku.
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Open letter by 133 human rights defenders to the International community



The EU Parliament Resolution on situation in Armenia, 1990
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A Refugee card of an Armenian family from Baku, who arrived in
Armenia.
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Krasnovodsk City Executive Committee confirms Zh. Musaelyan’s trasfer as a refugee
from Baku.



